
INTRODUCTION 
 

How technology is the only answer to tackle counterfeit crime  
and why the Roman Bar Association play a fundamental role in  

a global context 
 
 

With counterfeit crime becoming more complex and criminals more resourceful, technology will remain the only answer. 
Today, when consumers tap their phones against Digital DNA© - protected products, moments of trust are created.  

Although there are many who try to leverage blockchain for their supply-chain management to try to keep out fake goods, 
many are still working off a false assumption that blockchain in itself can ensure the authenticity of products.  

Blockchain is a digital database in which the data is immutable. This, however, does not mean it automatically keeps out 
fake data. Blockchain needs to link physical products to the real world, creating a unique identifier for physical products and 
the owner, and ensuring its uniqueness, while linking them to the blockchain.  

In the wake of the widespread public attention for Bitcoin, several financial applications based on blockchains are already 
under development. The potential of DLTs to generate positive social change by decentralizing and disintermediating processes 
related to local or global sustainability challenges is still largely untapped.  

Examples of social innovations in which decentralized solutions based on DLTs have shown clear benefits over 
conventional centralized platform solutions include, but are not limited to:  

•  demonstrating the origin of raw materials or products and supporting fair trade and the fair monetization of labour; 
•  allowing for a greater visibility of public spending and a greater transparency of administrative and production processes;  
•  participation in democratic decision-making by enabling accountability, rewarding of participation and/or anonymity;  
•  enabling the development of decentralized social networks or clouds, or of decentralized platforms for the collaborative 

economy;  
•  managing property, land registry or other public records;  
•  contributing to financial inclusion.  
The amount of total counterfeiting globally has reached to 1.2 Trillion USD in 2017 and is bound to reach 1.82 Trillion USD 

by the year 2020 which includes counterfeiting of all equipment/products from defense equipment’s to counterfeiting of 
watches, a sum that could fund the National Health Service in the UK for more than 10 years. This stark comparison 
emphasizes how important it is than ever that Corporate, Governments and Financial institutions use the resources at their 
disposal to obtain the full picture on potential customers. Institutions need to search and acquire information from many 
different sources around the world, so gathering information is time-consuming, analysis is time-consuming and then they have 
to draw a conclusion. That is where blockchain automation and AI [artificial intelligence] can really play a big role in reducing 
that cost whilst engaging consumers. Giving consumers the ability to authenticate their product first-hand helps create more 
trust when shopping. This also provides an additional opportunity to engage the consumer at the point of sale and point of 
consumption, while giving them peace of mind about the products they purchase and consume.  

On this ground, The Roman Bar Association play a fundamental role to claims and defend fundamental rights in a global 
context, especially related to international scientific cooperation with EU and extra EU countries, by Civil, Administrative and 
Criminal Department.  

The Roman Lawyers representation subscribe to this point and emphasizes how important is the permanent professional and 
academic cooperation with Saint Petersburg International Legal Forum.  
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